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Rationale
Until recently, health efforts focused on preventing community transmission of COVID-19 in Vanuatu. 
Now that transmission is widespread in certain areas, it is important to map the way to recovery for 
a COVID-safe future. The virus that causes COVID-19 – especially the Omicron variant – has proven 
diffi cult to contain worldwide. It is likely that COVID-19 will eventually spread to all inhabited areas 
of Vanuatu and become endemic. Returning to Alert Level 0 (no cases) nationwide is not likely 
in the foreseeable future.  

This Roadmap therefore proposes a phased approach to pursue ‘a new normal’. This entails 
incremental reduction of restrictions and a gradual opening up. It extends the strategy in the 
Ministry of Health Roadmap to Safe Re-Opening of Borders (version 1) to consider other public 
health and social measures, including those for individuals and groups as well as the business, 
government and service sectors. This Roadmap also supports some of the objectives outlined in the 
Vanuatu Recovery Strategy 2020-2023. Updates are ongoing to extend the COVID-19 Health Sector 
Preparedness and Response Plan (version 6) as well as the Vanuatu Outbreak Alert System to refl ect 
the current situation and to support recovery.

Aim
This Roadmap defi nes a safe approach for reducing health restrictions to mitigate against the 
prolonged negative impacts of COVID-19 restrictions in Vanuatu. The main aims of this phased 
approach are: 

1.  To ensure that severe disease, hospitalisation and death from COVID-19 remain as low as 
possible; and,

2.  To move towards a ‘new normal’ in recognition of the negative social and economic impacts of 
prolonged restrictions.

For the purpose of this Roadmap, the term ‘new normal’ refers to a return to a situation with 
limited to no COVID-specifi c restrictions and resumption of standard health services. Overall 
improvement of national and provincial health preparedness and response capacity to infectious 
disease threats is expected due to lessons learned from COVID-19.  

Transition & Progress Through Recovery Levels
To date, Vanuatu has successfully applied a range of public health and social measures to mitigate 
the risk of COVID-19. As immunity increases due to vaccination and infection and the health system 
normalizes to cope with COVID-19, it is feasible to begin to transition to an incremental easing of 
restrictions. 

This Roadmap defi nes two criteria for this transition: 

1.  COVID-19 cases are decreasing as indicated by a real and sustained decline in case numbers 
without any concurrent weaking of surveillance or reporting; and,

2.  Health system capacity is suffi cient to adequately cope with COVID-19 with minimal stress. 
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Once transition has occurred, progress through the levels is governed by vaccination targets 
as previously indicated in the Roadmap to Safe Re-Opening of Borders and hospitalization rates. 
Note that hospitalization rates are expected to decline after transition as this lags behind declines 
in transmission and confi rmed case. Deaths are also not included as indicators as the death rate 
has been relatively low. It is important to note that vaccination targets may change as the target 
population changes (eg. to include adolescents) or to consider natural immunity (eg. due to 
widespread transmission). 

A summary of the transition and recovery progress is shown in Figure 1, with measures outlined 
in Figure 2 and an example progress tracker shown in Figure 3. The recommended measures for 
Recovery Levels 1, 2 and 3 are also provided. The expected timelines for transition and progress 
through the levels will be specifi c to each province based on their transmission scenario, health 
system capacity and vaccination status. In this version, an Annex has been added on requirements 
for inbound international travel as approved by the Health Emergency Advisory Committee.

Considerations
Transition to recovery and progression through the recovery levels depends on COVID-19 burden, 
health systems capacity and population immunity. Different provinces and areas are expected 
to progress through the levels at different timepoints and at different speeds. This Roadmap was 
developed to guide provincial progress, but it may be applied to specifi c islands. While sequential 
progress through the levels is planned, it is possible that reversion to a higher level of restrictions 
may be required, such as if there is a new wave of infections from a more dangerous COVID-19 
variant (i.e., one that is more transmissible, causes more severe disease or against which vaccines 
are less effective).  

This Roadmap is intended to guide other sectors to develop their respective plans. Use of the health 
measures outlined will enable a cautious approach with the fl exibility to adapt based on the evolving 
situation locally and internationally. Criteria for transitioning to recovery and between levels as well 
as the measures prescribed may therefore be subject to change.

Approved by

Dr Jenny Stephen
Acting Director of Public Health
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TRANSITION1May approach or exceed health system capacity 
(hospital surge or testing/surveillance)

Hospitalized cases 
steady or decreasing3

At least 80% of adults 
fully vaccinated5

Hospitalized cases 
decreasing or none3

At least 90% of adults 
fully vaccinated5

1  Assumes no new variants with higher transmissibility or disease severity 
2  As determined by the Health Technical Advisory Group (HTAG)
3  Sustained real decline as determined by the HTAG team 
4   Minimal stress on health system due to COVID as determined by the HTAG team
5   Vaccination targets may change as the target population changes (eg. to include adolescents) 

or to consider natural immunity (eg. due to widespread transmission)

NEW NORMAL 
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NOTE: While sequential 
progress through the levels 
is planned, it is possible that 
reversion may be needed in 
extenuating circumstances 
eg. new wave(s) of a more 
dangerous COVID-19 variant

COVID-19 TRANSITION TO RECOVERY
Alert Levels & Recovery Levels

To be applied for 
each province

5 MAY 2022

MINIMUM 
REQUIREMENT2



Wash
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hygiene

Do not touch
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Clean &
disinfect
surfaces

Get vaccinated 
and boosted 
when available

Isolate if 
you have 
COVID-19

Quarantine if 
exposed to a 
confirmed case

Continue hygiene and 
prevention measures 

for all phases

Recovery Level 

LIFT MOST
restrictions

NOTE: These measures may be subject to change depending on the evolving situation
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FURTHER REDUCE
restrictions

BEGIN TO EASE
restrictions3 2 1

NOTE: While sequential progress through the Levels is planned, it is possible that reversion may be needed in extenuating circumstances eg. new wave(s) of a more dangerous COVID-19 variant

COVID-19 TRANSITION TO RECOVERY
Measures by Recovery Level

To be applied for 
each province

5 MAY 2022

• Stay home except for essential move-
ments, no curfew
• Self testing & reporting allowed
• Masks required in public indoors  & 
outdoors

• Essential open (including markets)
• Non-essential closed except for sup-
port services 
• Hospitality venues open (outdoor 
dining, takeaway)
• COVID SOPs enforced

• Education facilities open with masks 
required for 12yo & over
• Buses with 4-passenger limit with 
masks required
• Gatherings of up to 10 people

• Interntaional repatriation with 7d or 
3d quarantine(depending on travel 
origin) & testing
• Domestic between affected areas

• No stay-at-home orders or curfew
• Self testing & reporting allowed
• Masks required in public indoors^     
&  tourist areas

• Essential open & non-essential open 
with restrictions
• Hospitality venues open with restric-
tions
• COVID SOPs enforced

• Education facilities open with           
masks required for 12yo & over
• Buses with 6-passenger limit with 
masks required
• No gathering size restrictions

• International repatriation with 7d or 
3d quarantine (depending on travel 
origin) & testing
• Domestic between affected areas

• No stay-at-home orders or curfew
• Self testing & reporting allowed
• Masks encouraged for tourist & crowd-
ed areas, hospitals, & for those vulnera-
ble or with symptoms

• Essential & non-essential businesses 
resume normal business activity
• Hospitality services open
• COVID SOPs encouraged

• Education facilities open with masks 
encouraged
• No restrictions on buses but masks 
encouraged
• No gathering size restrictions 

• International travel with 7d or 3 d quar-
antine (depending on travel origin)
• From 1 July 2022, no quarantine and 
tourists allowed to enter in Shefa
• Domestic between affected areas

INDIVIDUALS

BUSINESSES, 
OFFICES & 
WORKPLACES

SERVICES & 
SOCIAL

TRAVEL
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COVID-19 TRANSITION TO RECOVERY
Situation Tracker

By Province

1  Transition requires decreasing cases and suffi cient health system capacity. Transition assumes no new variants with higher transmissibility or disease severity.  
2  Actual dates may vary from target dates depending on number of hospitalized cases and vaccination rates



INDIVIDUALS

STAY HOME 
except for 
essential 

movements

Curfew
STOPPED

Masks 
in public

INDOORS 
AND 

OUTDOORS

Self-testing and 
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SERVICES & SOCIAL

Education 
facilities

OPEN WITH 
MASKS FOR 

AGES 12 & OVER

Buses with 
MAXIMUM 4 

PASSENGERS

Gatherings for 
UP TO 

10 PEOPLE 
(with masks, 
distancing, 

handwashing)

Physical 
distancing

in public 
MINIMUM 
1 METRE

BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT OFFICES, WORKPLACES & OTHER VENUE

Essential 
businesses

OPEN

Markets 
OPEN

Non-essential 
businesses

CLOSED 
except for 

support services

Hospitality 
open for 

OUTDOOR 
DINING 

& TAKEAWAY

DOMESTIC TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL INBOUND TRAVEL

Permitted 
between 

provinces
OF SIMILAR

ALERT LEVEL
0-1 TO 0-1
2-3 TO 2-3 

Permitted for 
CITIZENS

with 
requirements 1

Quarantine 
(& testing) in 
hotel or CQC 

for 7 DAYS OR
3 DAYS 2

Confi rmed
cases

ISOLATE FOR
7 DAYS 3

Wash
hands

Practice
respiratory
hygiene

Do not touch
eyes, nose
& mouth

Clean &
disinfect
surfaces

Get vaccinated 
and boosted 
when available

Isolate if 
you have 
COVID-19

Quarantine if 
exposed to a 
confirmed case

Continue hygiene and 
prevention measures 

for all phases

Measures within a Recovery Level may be subject to change based on the evolving situation.  For the latest updates see www.covid19.gov.vu

1   Travel requirements include: full vaccination, pre-travel testing, health clearance,after-arrival testing, health insurance for non-citizens
2  Quarantine for 7 or 3 days (depending on travel origin) in managed hotel or Community Quarantine Center
3  Isolation can be undertaken in managed hotel, Community Isolation Center or at home (if requirements are met) 

COVID-19 TRANSITION TO RECOVERY
Measures by Recovery Level

RECOMMENDED HEALTH MEASURES

To be applied for each province

3 BEGIN TO EASE 
RESTRICTIONS

RECOVERY 
LEVEL 3

5 MAY 2022



INDIVIDUALS

STAY HOME 
if sick 

but no other 
restriction

Curfew
STOPPED

Masks 
in public

INDOORS & 
IN TOURIST 

AREAS

Self-testing and 
reporting

ALLOWED

A
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R
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SERVICES & SOCIAL

Education 
facilities

OPEN WITH 
MASKS FOR 

AGES 12 & OVER 

Buses with 
MAXIMUM 6 

PASSENGERS 
with masks 
mandatory

Gathering size 
UNRESTIRCTED 

(with masks, 
distancing, 

handwashing)

Physical 
distancing

in public 
MINIMUM 
1 METRE

BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT OFFICES, WORKPLACES & OTHER VENUE

Essential 
businesses

OPEN

Markets 
OPEN

Non-essential 
business and 

support services 
OPEN WITH 

RESTRICTIONS 

Hospitality 
OPEN WITH 

RESTRICTIONS

DOMESTIC TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL INBOUND TRAVEL

Permitted 
between 

provinces
OF SIMILAR

ALERT LEVEL
0-1 TO 0-1
2-3 TO 2-3 

Permitted for 
CITIZENS, 

RESIDENTS & 
OTHER PRIORITY 

GROUPS   
with 

requirements 1

Quarantine 
(& testing) in 
hotel or CQC 

for 7 DAYS OR
3 DAYS 2

Confi rmed 
cases

 ISOLATE FOR
7 DAYS 3

Wash
hands

Practice
respiratory
hygiene

Do not touch
eyes, nose
& mouth

Clean &
disinfect
surfaces

Get vaccinated 
and boosted 
when available

Isolate if 
you have 
COVID-19

Quarantine if 
exposed to a 
confirmed case

Continue hygiene and 
prevention measures 

for all phases

Measures within a Recovery Level may be subject to change based on the evolving situation.  For the latest updates see www.covid19.gov.vu

1   Travel requirements include: full vaccination, pre-travel testing, health clearance, after-arrival testing, health insurance for non-citizens
2  Quarantine for 7 or 3 days (depending on travel origin) in managed hotel or Community Quarantine Center
3  Isolation can be undertaken in managed hotel, Community Isolation Center or at home (if requirements are met)

COVID-19 TRANSITION TO RECOVERY
Measures by Recovery Level

RECOMMENDED HEALTH MEASURES

To be applied for each province

FURTHER REDUCE 
RESTRICTIONS

RECOVERY 
LEVEL 22

5 MAY 2022



INDIVIDUALS

STAY HOME 
if sick 

but no other 
restriction

Curfew
STOPPED

Masks 
encouraged for 

TOURIST & 
CROWDED 

AREAS, HEALTH 
FACILITIES & 

VULNERABLE

Self-testing and 
reporting
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SERVICES & SOCIAL

Education 
facilities

OPEN 
with masks 

encouraged

Buses operate 
UNRESTRICTED

Gathering size 
UNRESTRICTED

Physical 
distancing

in public 
UNRESTRICTED

BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT OFFICES, WORKPLACES & OTHER VENUE

Essential 
businesses

OPEN

Markets 
OPEN

Non-essential 
businesses

OPEN 

Hospitality 
OPEN

DOMESTIC TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL INBOUND TRAVEL

Permitted 
TO & FROM 
AFFECTED 

AREAS

Permitted 1 for 
CITIZENS, 

RESIDENTS & 
OTHER PRIORITY 

GROUP 2

(& tourists from 
1 July)

Quarantine 
(& testing) in 
hotel or CQC 

for 7 DAYS OR
3 DAYS 3

(no quarantine 
from 1 July)

Confi rmed
cases  

 ISOLATE FOR
7 DAYS 4

Wash
hands

Practice
respiratory
hygiene

Do not touch
eyes, nose
& mouth

Clean &
disinfect
surfaces

Get vaccinated 
and boosted 
when available

Isolate if 
you have 
COVID-19

Quarantine if 
exposed to a 
confirmed case

Continue hygiene and 
prevention measures 

for all phases

Measures within a Recovery Level may be subject to change based on the evolving situation.  For the latest updates see www.covid19.gov.vu

1   Travel requirements including: vaccination, pre-travel testing, health clearance, after-arrival testing & health insurance for non-citizens
2 Priority groups as defi ned by the Health Emergency Advisory Committee
3 Quarantine for 7 or 3 days (depending on travel origin) in managed hotel or Community Quarantine Center - home quarantine not currently permitted 
4 Isolation in managed hotel, Community Isolation Center or at home (if requirements are met)

COVID-19 TRANSITION TO RECOVERY
Measures by Recovery Level

RECOMMENDED HEALTH MEASURES

To be applied for each province

5 MAY 2022

LIFT MOST 
RESTRICTIONS

RECOVERY 
LEVEL 11
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Roadmap to 
Safe Recovery: 
Version 3

This summarises the measures recommended by the Ministry of Health and endorsed by the 
Health Emergency Advisory Committee as of the date indicated. It is anticipated that revisions will 
be made based on the evolving situation. The most recent version will be made will be available at: 
https://covid19.gov.vu/index.php/updates/recovery-roadmap

Rationale
The Ministry of Health released the Roadmap to Safe Recovery in April 2022 to defi ne a safe approach 
for reducing health restrictions to mitigate against the prolonged negative impacts of COVID-19 
in Vanuatu. Under the Roadmap, inbound international travel resumes under Recovery Levels 1-3. 
This Annex provides the technical recommendations for travel to reduce the risk of importation of 
SARS-CoV-2 or to detect and contain imported SARS-CoV-2, including new variants.

The Omicron variant of concern is currently the dominant variant circulating globally, accounting for 
nearly all SARS-CoV-2 sequences reported. Omicron is known to be the variant currently circulating 
in Vanuatu. Omicron appears to be less severe than the Delta variant, but it still has the capacity to 
cause severe disease, hospitalization and death, including in those who have been fully vaccinated. 
SARS-CoV-2 variants are regularly emerging as long as the virus circulates and mutates. There is a 
risk of Variants Of Concern (VOC) with higher transmissibility and/or severity to emerge globally and 
be imported to Vanuatu. The Ministry of Health is actively monitoring the situation of VOC globally 
and regionally and has a plan in place for ongoing sequencing of samples to detect any new VOC. 

As Vanuatu transitions to recovery and there are increases in the intake of inbound travellers from 
overseas, it is important to maintain travel requirements that will enable detection of new variants. 
Requirements need to consider resource needs given the impact of quarantine, testing and other 
measures on existing health resources, and taking into account that Ministry of Health resources are 
currently consumed in the response to local outbreaks of COVID-19. Other sectors, including private 
sector, therefore have a key role to play in supporting travel, testing and isolation requirements.

The COVID-19 situation is constantly evolving and regular risk assessments will need to be con-
ducted to assess the risk of importing more dangerous SARS-CoV-2 variants than those currently 
circulating, the epidemiological situation of countries of origin, and health system and public health 
capacity to respond in various transmission scenarios. The requirements defi ned herein may there-
fore change in light of these assessments. 

Annex 1: Health requirements for international 
travellers to Vanuatu (arriving by air and sea)

27 MAY 2022
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Requirements
Travel requirements by Recovery Level (RL) are summarised below and are provided in the table 
that follows. 

Before Travel

Traveller intakes: 
• The traveller groups permitted entry will change between RL3 to RL1. Tourist will be permitted to 

enter from 1 July 2022.  
• Flight caps of 100 pax will apply for RL3 and RL2. 150 will apply for RL1 Flight caps in Shefa will 

be lifted from 1 July 2022.   
• Intake caps that ensure only 450 people in quarantine at any one time will apply for RL3 and RL2 

to ensure adequate capacity to manage the backlog of citizens requiring entry. Intake caps may 
then be adjusted for RL1 depending on the situation until they are fully lifted.  

Vaccination: 
• For travellers aged 18 years and above, full vaccination in advance of travel with all recommended 

doses against COVID-19 will be required across all RLs. Boosters are recommended. 
• For travellers aged 12 years to 17 years, advanced full vaccination against COVID-19 will be recom-

mended across all RLs. 
• Applications for exemption will be considered across all RLs as per the established process. 

Pre-travel testing: 
• Evidence of a negative PCR test must be submitted between 24 to 72 hours of departure for all 

travellers for all RLs. From 27 May 2022, evidence of a negative certifi ed RAT can alternatively be 
submitted. An exception for a positive test may be made for those who can provide evidence of 
infection and recovery within the 28 days prior to travel. MoH are currently developing guidance 
on this. 

Travel insurance:
• Travel insurance (that includes health insurance for COVID-19) is encouraged for all inbound 

travellers who are not Vanuatu citizens or residents, across all RLs. This is especially recom-
mended for those travellers who are not fully vaccinated against COVID-19. 

Travel approval:
• Documentation to show that all pre-travel requirements have been fulfi lled (vaccination, testing) 

will be submitted in VETS for health clearance across all RLs until this is replaced by the MIDAS 
system. 

Upon Arrival to Vanuatu

Airport Testing
• There will be no upon-arrival testing at the international points of entry.

Quarantine
• Quarantine will be required in RL3 and RL2, and also in RL1 until 14 June 2022. As of 27 May 

2022, this will be for 3 days (72 hours) for all travellers irrespective of travel origin.
• Quarantine will be conducted at managed hotels or Community Quarantine Centers (CQCs).  
• Quarantine-based testing via RATs will be required between 48 and 72 hours during quarantine. 
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 a.  Those with a negative RAT result who have not developed any symptoms of COVID-19 
can be released from quarantine once the time requirement is met.

 b.  Those with a positive RAT result will need to isolate for 7 days from the fi rst positive 
results or from the fi rst day of symptoms, if any. 

• The Ministry of Health may conduct confi rmation PCRs and sequencing if there is a need to 
monitor for new SARS-CoV-2 variants. 

• Permission for release from quarantine will be managed by Ministry of Health for those under 
managed quarantine or at CQCs.

After Arrival

Testing
• There is no requirement for testing after arrival unless symptoms of COVID-19 develop.

Domestic travel
• Domestic travel will be governed by the MoH Guidelines on Travel Under Recovery Levels.

Travellers with COVID-19

Isolation
• Travellers who test positive or develop symptoms of COVID-19 must isolate as per standard na-

tional protocols at any RL. Isolation is usually for 7 days, and can be conducted at: 
 a. Home if a citizen or resident
 b. At CIC where available, if requirements for home isolation are not met
 c. Managed resort or hotel if not a citizen or resident
• Release from isolation is not based on a negative test. Release will generally be allowed after 7 

days have passed since the fi rst positive test or since symptoms fi rst developed, and if there has 
been no fever for the past 3 days and any symptoms are improving.  

• Private accommodations (resorts or hotels) operating at any RL must establish protocols to man-
age the isolation process.  

Reporting of a case
• The Ministry of Health must be informed of any international traveller who returns a positive test 

result within 14 days after arrival in Vanuatu, as follows:
 a.  At managed hotels and resorts and CQCs, the responsible authority (eg. lab, Provin-

cial Health Services, private clinic) will notify the Surveillance Unit under RL3, RL2 
and RL1 while quarantine continues. 



RECOVERY LEVEL

3
EASE

2
REDUCE

1
LIFT

EXPECTED 
CHANGES FROM 

1 JULY 2022 
FOR PROVINCES 

AT RECOVERY 
LEVEL 1

Traveller intakes

Entry permitted Vanuatu citizens Vanuatu citizens, 
residents and other 
priority groups1

Vanuatu citizens, 
residents and other 
priority groups1

Tourists also

Caps on travellers 
per fl ight

100 per fl ight 100 per fl ight1 150 per fl ight1  No fl ight caps

Caps on total 
arrivals

Max 450 in quarantine 
at any one time

Max 450 in quarantine 
at any one time

Max 450 in quarantine 
at any one time

No quarantine

Before travel to Vanuatu

Pre-travel advance 
vaccination against 

COVID-19

Required: All 18 years and over must be fully vaccinated2

Recommended
• 18 years old and over: encouraged to have received booster shots2

• 12-17 years old: encouraged to be fully vaccinated with boosters where 
appropriate2

• Under 12 years old: encouraged to be fully vaccinated where available 
and appropriate

Full vaccination 
encouraged but no 
longer required

Pre-travel testing Negative PCR test 
result 24-72 hours prior 
to departure

Negative PCR test 
result 24-72 hours prior 
to departure

Negative PCR test 
result 24-72 hours prior 
to departure

Accepted alternative: 
Negative certifi ed 
/ supervised  RAT 
within 24 hours of 
departure 
OR 
Certifi cation of 
infection and 
recovery

Travel (including 
health) insurance

Encouraged but not required. Foreign nationals are to meet all medical expenses for any 

ailments and injuries, including COVID-19. Strongly recommended for unvaccinated travellers.

Pre-travel 
documents

Health clearance 
through VETS requires: 
•  Vaccination 

certifi cate
• Negative PCR

Health clearance 
through VETS requires: 
•  Vaccination 

certifi cate
• Negative PCR
•  Confi rmed 

quarantine hotel 
booking

Health clearance 
(VETS) or Travel 
Approval (MIDAS) 
requires: 
•  Vaccination 

certifi cate
• Negative PCR
•  Confi rmed 

quarantine hotel 
booking

Accepted alternative: 
RAT certifi cate or 
infection/recovery 
certifi cate or ‘fi t to fl y’ 
certifi cate

Health requirements for international 
travellers to Vanuatu (by air and sea), 
by Recovery Level

As of 27 MAY 2022

UPDATED
27 MAY 2022

NOTE: Further updates may be made depending on the 
situation with Variants of Concern. Close monitoring of the 

situation is being undertaken by the Ministry of Health.



Upon arrival to Vanuatu

Arrival testing at the 
airport or seaport

None

Quarantine location Managed hotel/resort 
or CQC4

Managed hotel/resort 
or CQC4

Managed hotel/resort 
or CQC4

No quarantine

Quarantine duration
(for arrival by air)

3 days for lower risk1 
(currently Australia, Fiji, 
New Caledonia & New 
Zealand) 
OR
7 days (all other travel 
origins)

3 days for lower risk1 
(currently Australia, Fiji, 
New Caledonia & New 
Zealand) 
OR
7 days (all other travel 
origins)

3 days for all travel 
origins

No quarantine

Quarantine duration
(for arrival by sea)

As above for air arrivals, but with days at sea considered towards quarantine duration if no 
exposure to cases

Quarantine 
testing

RAT at 48-72 hours 
(for 3 days quarantine)
OR
RAT at day 6 
(for 7 days quarantine)

RAT at 48-72 hours 
(for 3 days quarantine) 
OR
RAT at day 6 
(for 7 days quarantine)

RAT at 48-72 hours 
(for 3 days quarantine) 
OR
RAT at day 6 
(for 7 days quarantine)

No quarantine

Quarantine 
release criteria

No symptoms, 1 
negative RAT test, 
medical clearance

No symptoms, 1 
negative RAT test

No symptoms, 1 
negative RAT test

No quarantine

After arrival in Vanuatu (& release from quarantine, if required)

Testing Not required unless COVID-19 signs or symptoms develop

Domestic travel As per Ministry of Health Guidelines on Travel Under Recovery Levels

For travellers with COVID-19

Positive test results
 (while in quarantine 

or after)

Isolate for 7 days after fi rst positive test or symptoms develop, at:
• Home if a citizen or resident 
• CIC4 where available and if do not meet home isolation requirements
• Managed hotel or resort if not a citizen or resident5,6

Reporting of 
positive 

RAT results

Notifi cation by organization responsible as per established procedure
•   Includes lab, provincial health service, private clinic

1  As defi ned and approved by the Health Emergency Advisory Committee.
2   Fully vaccinated means to have received all the recommended doses of a vaccine recognised by the Ministry of Health, with the necessary duration 

having passed prior to departure for travel; this time is generally 14 days after a two-dose primary series or 28 days after a one-dose primary series.  
3   This requires a certifi ed positive test result received between 8 and 28 days of departure or a letter from a medical provider giving evidence of recovery 

within the 28 days prior to departure (ie. ‘fi t to fl y’ certifi cate). 
4  Includes Area Council CQCs and CICs.
5  Isolation protocols for tourists at hotels and resorts will need to be developed.
6 Foreign nationals falling under the “Visiting Families and Relatives (VFR)” category who intend to stay at private homes are permitted to home isolate if  
 requirements are met.
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