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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)

e
Ministry of Health Vanuatu Situation Report #59 — 23 December 2021

Vanuatu Government

HIGHLIGHTS

+» A person who arrived to Vanuatu from Fiji on the 24th of November and another who arrived from Australia
on 1st of December 2021 who were detected as active COVID-19 cases have now received medical clearance
and have been discharged from isolation.

7

% Therefore, as of 22 December 2021, Efate and Offshore islands returned to Alert Level 0 (Low risk): no cases.

+»* So far, 326,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccines have been received in Vanuatu, comprising 197,200 AstraZeneca
doses, 100,000 Sinopharm doses and 28,800 Johnson & Johnson doses.

+» Vaccine roll-out is ongoing in all six provinces. Vaccines are prioritised to health workers, front line workers
(e.g. border workers, quarantine facility staff, public transport drivers), the elderly (55 and over), and people
35 and over with existing medical conditions.

+*» Up until 19 December 2021, there were 160,676 COVID-19 doses administered in Vanuatu. A total of 105,387
people received at least one dose of AstraZeneca or Sinopharm and 55,289 people have received two doses
of either Sinopharm or AstraZeneca and are considered fully vaccinated.

+* There have been 601 adverse events following COVID-19 immunization notified in Vanuatu. The vast majority
have been mild to moderate side-effects reported via the dial-in line. 19 have been classified as serious
adverse events and have required investigation. Of these, 18 required a causality assessment. 10 were
confirmed to be coincidental, one was immunization anxiety-related and two were indeterminate (due to
conflicting trends). Two serious AEFIs were confirmed to be related to a COVID-19 vaccine product
administered in Vanuatu.

< Everyone is urged to refer to official information sources and avoid rumours. Updates will be communicated

via the COVID-19 website: www.covid19.gov.vu

Yellow highlights indicate where information has changed relative to the previous SitRep

TWO ACTIVE CASES CONFIRMED IN QUARANTINE NOW RECOVERED AND RELEASED

A person who arrived to Vanuatu from Fiji on the 24th of November and another who arrived from Australia on
1st of December 2021 who were detected as active COVID-19 cases have now received medical clearance. They
are classified as fully recovered and pose no COVID-19 threat to any other person. Both will therefore be
discharged from isolation today and will be reunited with the families and communities for the festive season.
Neither of the two people showed any symptoms of COVID-19 throughout the period of quarantine and isolation.
Both were fully vaccinated, which protects against severe disease, hospitalization and death. Although samples
from the two people were sent overseas for testing, the COVID-19 variant could not be determined. This was
because the virus levels in the sample were too low.

Recovery and medical clearance of these two people now mark the 6th and 7th active COVID-19 cases that have
been successfully detected and contained at the border, in managed quarantine and isolation in Vanuatu. There
has been no indication of COVID-19 cases in the community.

As of 22 December 2021, Efate and Offshore Islands returned to Alert Level O (Low risk) No Cases. COVID-19 is
widespread throughout the world and the risk of importation to Vanuatu remains high. The best way to protect
yourself, your family and your community is to get fully vaccinated against COVID-19. WHO-recommended
vaccines like AstraZeneca, Sinopharm and Johnson and Johnson are safe and effective

COVID-19 VACCINATION ROLL-OUT

Since late 2020, work has been ongoing by the Ministry of Health and partners to plan and prepare for the rollout
in Vanuatu of COVID-19 vaccines. The Vanuatu National COVID-19 Vaccine Deployment Plan (Version 1) was
developed to support Vanuatu’s application for accessing vaccines through the COVAX Facility. The COVID-19
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Vaccine Global Access Facility is a global procurement mechanism coordinated by Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, WHO
and UNICEF with the goal to ensure fair and equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines for all countries.

An indemnity document was required to allow the import into Vanuatu of COVID-19 vaccines through the COVAX
Facility; this was granted by Parliament on 22 April 2021 for vaccines that had received a WHO Emergency Use
Listing (EUL). On the 19 May 2021, Vanuatu received the first batch of 24,000 doses of COVID-19 AstraZeneca
Vaccines from the COVAX Facility.

Since then, an additional 43,200 AstraZeneca doses have been received from the COVAX Facility and 130,000
doses of AstraZeneca through a bilateral arrangement between the governments of the Republic of Vanuatu and
Australia. A further 100,000 doses of Sinopharm have been received through a bilateral agreement between the
governments of the Republic of Vanuatu and The People’s Republic of China. In addition, 28,800 doses of Johnson
and Johnson were received through the COVAX Facility in December 2021. To date, 326,000 doses of COVID-19
vaccine have been received in Vanuatu.

ADDITIONAL VACCINE SUPPLY

Currently there is greater global demand for COVID-19 vaccines than vaccine manufacturing companies can
produce. The Vanuatu Ministry of Health are actively working to identify additional sources of vaccines, including
through bi-lateral partners. The Ministry of Health will keep the public informed of further developments
regarding additional vaccine supply and roll-out.

VACCINATION ROLL-OUT

On 2 June 2021, Vanuatu launched its COVID-19 vaccine roll-out campaign in Shefa during a high-level event.
Roll-out to Santo commenced with a launch on 25 August 2021 followed by the launching in Tafea on the 1
October, in Malampa on 12 October, in Penama on 26 October, and in Torba on 11 November 2021.

The total number of COVID-19 vaccine doses administered nationally between 2 June 2021 and 19 December
2021 was 160,676. These have been prioritised to health workers, front line workers (e.g. border workers,
quarantine facility staff, public transport drivers), the elderly (55 and over), and people 35 and over with known
underlying medical conditions. Those who have received both of the two recommended doses of either
Sinopharm or AstraZeneca are considered fully vaccinated. To date, 55,289 people in Vanuatu are considered fully
vaccinated. For the 8,055 individuals who stated they had an underlying condition at the time of vaccination,
these included high blood pressure, asthmas, diabetes, heart problems, lung disease, kidney disease and cancer.

Table 1: Number of vaccine doses received and administered from 2 June 2021 to 19 December 2021.

Priority Group Shefa Sanma ‘ Tafea ‘ Malampa Penama
Total number of doses 326,000
received in the country
AstraZeneca 197,200
Sinopharm 100,000
Johnson & Johnson 28,800
Total number of doses 84,170 42,982 10,887 12,563 5,622 4,283 160,676
administered
Total number of people who 49,162 24,917 9,524 12,457 5,547 3,780 105,387
received at least one dose
Healthcare workers 690 264 102 102 77 14 1,271
vaccinated with first dose*A
Other frontline workers 1,863 864 154 168 51 35 3,128
vaccinated with first dose*A
Elderly (55 and above) 7,662 3,984 1,755 2,817 1,236 703 18,157
vaccinated with first dose*A
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Persons with known 5,226 1,348 591 910 498 118 8,691
underlying conditions
vaccinated with first dose*”
Total number of people who 35,012 18,230 1,363 106 75 503 55,289
received all recommended
doses ie. fully vaccinated
* These categories are not mutually exclusive; individuals may be counted within more than one category
A The number of people vaccinated in Sanma and Shefa may not add up to the total for national, as for some, doses of one
vaccine type were received in Port Vila and in Luganville.

ADVERSE EVENTS FOLLOWING IMMUNIZATION

Expected mild to moderate side effects following immunization include: fever, fatigue, headache, muscle pain,
chills, diarrhoea, and pain at the injection site. These usually subside within a few days. Serious side effects (adverse
events) following immunization are rare and do not necessarily mean that a vaccine caused a health problem. They
can be reactions related to the vaccine product, vaccine quality, immunization error, immunization anxiety or they
can be coincidental. Full investigation and causality assessment by a medical team with review by the National
Vaccine Safety Expert Advisory Group is required for all serious adverse events. The investigation and assessment
process is important to avoid any misleading classification.

From a total of 152,711 COVID-19 vaccine doses administered in Vanuatu up to 19 December 2021, adverse events
were notified for 601 people mostly via the dial-in number on the COVID-19 vaccine record card. Only 19 of these
were serious adverse events with investigations initiated and 18 required a causality assessment. 10 were
confirmed to be coincidental, one was immunization anxiety-related and two were indeterminate (due to
conflicting trends). Two persons have experienced serious adverse events after being administered with COVID-19
vaccines in Vanuatu. The first patient became ill in August 2021 after receiving a COVID-19 vaccine and was
transferred from Port Vila to a medical facility overseas. The transfer was conducted in a timely manner and ensured
that medical care was provided to the patient despite COVID-19 travel restrictions. The second patient became ill
in October 2021 after receiving a COVID-19 vaccine. This patient was treated with appropriate drugs by the
clinicians at Vila Central Hospital. The patient has responded well to treatment.

Both of these patients are considered to have experienced a serious Adverse Event Following Immunization (AEFI)
and the casual investigation has now been completed. The Ministry of Health National Vaccine Safety Expert
Advisory Group concluded that for these two serious AEFI there was a causal association with immunization, and
therefore both were classified as vaccine-product related reactions. These are the two first serious AEFIs confirmed
to be related to a COVID19 vaccine product administered in Vanuatu. This means that for over 147,595 doses of
COVID-19 vaccine given in Vanuatu so far, there have been two confirmed serious adverse events linked to the
vaccine product. This rate is similar to the rate for other countries. To date, there have been no deaths related to
COVID-19 vaccines administered in Vanuatu.

Table 2: Adverse events following COVID-19 immunization reported from 2 June 2021 to 19 December 2021.

AEFI \ Number of reports

Total number of adverse events following immunization (AEFI) notified 601
Total number of serious AEFI investigations initiated 19
Total number of AEFI requiring causality assessment 18

Vaccine-product related 2

Vaccine quality defect-related 0

Immunization error-related 0

Coincidental* 10

Immunization anxiety-related 1

Indeterminate (conflicting trends) 2

Results pending 0

* Inconsistent causal association to immunization
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QUARANTINE AND TESTING

Table 3: Number of persons quarantined and number of tests conducted from March 2020 to 19 December 2021.

Travellers and tests (total to date)

Cumulative number

Inbound travellers quarantined in government-mandated hotels 8,491
Specimens tested for SARS-CoV-2 14,028
Estimated individuals tested for SARS-CoV-2 9,547

DISEASE BURDEN

As of 22 December 2021, Efate and Offshore Islands returned to Alert Level 0 (Low risk): no cases. There is currently
no evidence of transmission of COVID-19 in the community. COVID-19 is widespread throughout the world and the

risk of importation to Vanuatu remains high.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Everyone is urged to refer only to official information sources and to avoid spreading misinformation and rumours.
Further information and updates are made available by the Ministry of Health on the dedicated website at
www.covid19.gov.vu and the free landing page at https://bit.ly/vanmoh or by calling the Health Information Hotline

on 119.
Approved by: Dr. Posikai Samuel Tapo, Acting Director General, Ministry of Health
Approved at: 23 December 2021, 4:00pm

* The frequency of Ministry of Health COVID-19 Situation Reports will depend on the evolving situation.
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VANUATU COVID-1? VACCINE ROLL-OUT

Reporting date:  19th of December 2021 Report by: NHECC
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Eligible population is all persons 18 years and over. High priority areas are those locations identified as being at higher risk of COVID-19
importation (international points of entry) or transmission (based on other geographic/demographic considerations), as defined by the
National Immunization Coordination Committee in consultation with provincial health teams.

Data represent best available information at the time of publication and may be subject to change.

Produced by the National Health Emergency Operations Center (nheoc@vanuatu.gov.vu)



