N N

N ') £ “"“‘1 \ V?
I PN AT . :

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)

e
Minishy of Health Vanuatu Flash Update — 04 April 2020

Vanuatu Government

This Flash Update is issued as an exception so as to provide a rapid update.

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION:
+*» On Friday 03 April, eight (8) samples were sent to Noumea for testing as part of ongoing COVID-19
surveillance activities (Refer to SitRep #10: https://covid19.gov.vu/index.php/situation-reports).
o One (1) sample sent was from a suspected case. On 04 April 2020, the result from the one (1)
suspected case came back negative. Therefore, this is no longer considered a suspected case.
o Seven (7) other samples were taken as a precaution from persons who were sick but were not
considered to be suspected cases (ie. did not fit the WHO case definition for COVID-19). On 04
April 2020, the results from the seven (7) samples also came back negative.
< Therefore, to date there are no confirmed cases and no suspected cases of COVID-19 in Vanuatu. The
Ministry of Health are continuing to strengthen surveillance and conduct community awareness.

QUARANTINES:

«*» Recent international arrivals (returning citizens and residents) have been placed in quarantine in a hotel
for 14 days. Quarantine is a public health precaution to physically separate healthy individuals from others
to monitor for symptoms for 14 days. Currently there are 62 persons in quarantine in Vanuatu.

o Accommodation, food, health checks, psychosocial assessments and support have been provided.
o No individuals have displayed symptoms consistent with COVID-19.
o The quarantine will end on 05 April 2020. In line with Section 12(1) of the Public Health Act, testing

of healthy individuals is not required before their release.

TROPICAL CYCLONE HAROLD:

+* Health staff and the public are urged to prepare for Tropical Cyclone Harold in line with directives from the
National Disaster Management Office (https://ndmo.gov.vu/).

INFORMATION SOURCES:

¢+ The Ministry of Health is the primary source of credible and up-to-date health information for Vanuatu and
provides information and fields questions through multiple dedicated platforms: website, Facebook,
Hotline, free webpage and email. Further details are below.

%+ Specific details of individuals who are in, or have been in, quarantine or isolation, or details of patients, is
not to be requested or released without the authority of the Director of Public Health. To do so is an

offence pursuant to Section 10 of the Vanuatu Public Health Act Chapter 234.

Full Situation Reports are issued regularly. For the latest Situation Report, see: covid19.qov.vu/index.php/situation-reports

MORE INFORMATION ON COVID-19
e COVID-19 Information Hotline: 119.
*  Ministry of Health COVID-19 webpage: www.covid19.gov.vu
e MOH COVID-19 email: covid19@vanuatu.gov.vu
e Ministry of Health COVID-19 free mobile landing page: https://bit.ly/vanmoh
e National Disaster Management Office: https://ndmo.gov.vu/
e Ministry of Health, Health Promotions Vanuatu Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Health-
Promotions-Vanuatu-1674266679566197/
e WHO COVID-19 outbreak webpage: www.who.int/coronavirus

Approved by: Mr Russel Tamata, Health Incident Management Team Media Focal Point
Issued: 04 April 2020, 12.30pm

Page 10of 1


https://covid19.gov.vu/index.php/situation-reports
http://www.covid19.gov.vu/
mailto:covid19@vanuatu.gov.vu
https://bit.ly/vanmoh
https://ndmo.gov.vu/
https://www.facebook.com/Health-Promotions-Vanuatu-1674266679566197/
https://www.facebook.com/Health-Promotions-Vanuatu-1674266679566197/
http://www.who.int/coronavirus
https://covid19.gov.vu/index.php/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/global-surveillance-for-human-infection-with-novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov)
https://ndmo.gov.vu/

