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NOTE: Major updates relative to the last Sit Rep are indicated in yellow shading. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The purpose of this document by the Ministry of Health (MOH) is to provide an update on the COVID-19 
epidemiological situation and preparedness/response health actions taken in Vanuatu. Content has been pared 
back to focus on current work on repatriations, quarantining and surveillance. More detailed information is 
available in earlier Situation Reports on the MOH COVID-19 webpage (covid19.gov.vu). See also the free-access 
mobile page (https://bit.ly/vanmoh) and the Health Promotions Vanuatu Facebook page.  
 
EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION 

• At present, there are no confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Vanuatu.  
• At present, there are no suspected cases of COVID-19 in Vanuatu. 
• Eight (8) Pacific countries, territories or areas (including Australia and New Zealand) have reported either 

sporadic cases or clusters of cases and four (4) have reported at least one death. 
 
Based on information available from various sources, as of 13 July at 9.00am [Port Vila] 

Reporting Country/ 
Territory/ Area 

Total 
confirmed#  

cases 

Total 
confirmed 

new* cases 

Total 
deaths 

Total 
new* 

deaths 

Transmission 
classification^ 

Days since last reported 
case (and since last 

locally-acquired case) 

Vanuatu1 0 0 0 0 na na 

Australia2 9,797 279 108 2 Clusters of cases 0  (0) 

New Zealand2 1,544 1 22 0 Clusters of cases 0  (72) 

Guam2 312 2 5 0 Clusters of cases 0  (0) 

French Polynesia2 62 (91+) 0 0 0 Sporadic cases 16 (70) 

Northern Mariana Islands2 33 2 2 0 Pending 1  (53) 

New Caledonia2 21 0 0 0 Sporadic cases 31  

Fiji2 26 0 0 0 Sporadic cases 2    (87) 

PNG2 11 0 0 0 Sporadic cases        (16) 

TOTAL Pacific2 11,835 284 137 2  0 

TOTAL Global3 12,552,765 230,370 561,617 5,285  0 
+This includes twenty-nine (29) people found positive for COVID-19 on an Ecuadorian fishing boat on 20 May 2020. Sources: (1) Vanuatu Ministry of Health; 
(2) Information available in public domain; (3) World Health Organization Situation Report for 12/07/2020. na: not applicable; # including probable for some 
countries; * in the last 24 hours; ̂  Transmission classification: Sporadic cases: Countries/territories/areas with one or more cases, imported or locally detected. 
Clusters of cases: Countries/territories/areas experiencing cases, clustered in time, geographic location and/or by common exposures. Community 
transmission: Countries/area/territories experiencing larger outbreaks of local transmission defined through an assessment of numerous factors.  

 
LABORATORY TESTING 

• Clinical samples are usually only taken from individuals who fulfil the WHO case definition for COVID-19, 
which is to have symptoms (fever, cough, shortness of breath) plus relevant travel or contact history. As a 
precautionary measure, samples may be taken from additional individuals based on clinical suspicion.  

• Since February 2020, twenty-three people (23) have been tested and all have been negative. Three (3) were 
suspected cases and the samples came back negative so they are no longer suspected (with the latest tested  
in Vanuatu using GeneXpert testing). Twenty (20) were sampled as a precautionary measure as they 
displayed some symptoms but did not fill the WHO case definition for COVID-19.  

HIGHLIGHTS  
❖ No suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Vanuatu.  
❖ Samples tested from 23 persons and all have been negative. Local testing capacity established. 
❖ 1,528 persons quarantined and provided daily health checks for 14-days as Phase 1 of repatriations; no 

COVID-19 cases confirmed and by 08 July 2020 all were cleared to join their families and communities. 
❖ No indication of increased influenza-like illness or acute respiratory infection in the community.  
 

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
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https://covid19.gov.vu/
http://www.covid19.gov.vu/
https://bit.ly/vanmoh
https://www.facebook.com/Health-Promotions-Vanuatu-1674266679566197/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports/
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/global-surveillance-for-human-infection-with-novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov)
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/global-surveillance-for-human-infection-with-novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov)
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Summary of tests conducted, as of 13 July at 9.00am [Port Vila] 

Number of people tested 
(suspected + precautionary) 

 Number of suspected cases that 
were tested 

 Number of confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 

Since Feb 2020 Previous week  Since Feb 2020 Previous week  Active Recovered 

23 1  3 0  0 0 

 
QUARANTINE OF REPATRIATES 

• In accordance with the Public Health Act (Cap. 234), international arrivals (returning citizens and residents) 
are placed in mandatory quarantine for 14 days in hotels, and are provided with accommodation, food, 
daily health checks, psychosocial assessments and support.  

• A total of 1,615 arriving persons have been placed in quarantine in Vanuatu so far, of which 1,528 arrived 
between 27 May and 23 June as Phase I of government-coordinated repatriations.  

• One person in quarantine displayed some COVID-19 symptoms but was tested and was negative.  
• As of 08 July 2020, all those quarantined have received health clearance and have been released.  

 

Summary of persons in quarantine, as of 13 July at 9.00am [Port Vila] 

Number of people quarantined 
 

Number of people quarantined with 
fever or respiratory symptoms  

Number of people quarantined that 
were confirmed to have COVID-19 

Since March 2020 Current  Cumulative Current  Cumulative Current 

1,615 0  1 0  0 0 

 
SYNDROMIC SURVEILLANCE 

• Based on the data available to date, there is no evidence of a sustained increase in influenza-illness or 

acute respiratory infection in the community. 

Summary of syndromic surveillance data, as of 13 July at 9.00am [Port Vila] 

 

Approved by:    Mr Len Tarivonda, Health Incident Management Team – Health Operations Lead 
Issued:     13 July 2020, 09.00am 

*The intention is to issue Situation Reports weekly though the frequency will depend on the evolving situation. 


