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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)

e
Ministry of Health Vanuatu Situation Report #25 — 05 November 2020

Vanuatu Government

HIGHLIGHTS

No confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Vanuatu.

Samples tested from 155 persons; all have been negative. Testing of persons in quarantine ongoing.

A total of 2185 persons quarantined and provided daily health checks in Phase 2; 1932 completed 14-days
of quarantine and were cleared to join their families and communities; 253 currently in quarantine.
Surveys and psychosocial assessments of those in quarantine indicate no/low or mild levels of distress
(100%) with quarantine viewed by most as being easy (71%) or a little bit difficult (25%).

No indication of increased influenza-like illness or acute respiratory infection in the community.

Hospital preparedness activities for COVID-19 case management are ongoing.
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NOTE: Major updates relative to the last Sit Rep are now indicated in yellow shading.

BACKGROUND

The purpose of this document by the Ministry of Health (MOH) is to provide an update on the COVID-19
epidemiological situation and preparedness/response health actions taken in Vanuatu. Content has been pared
back to focus on current work on repatriation and quarantining, surveillance and hospital preparedness. More
detailed information is available in earlier Situation Reports on the MOH COVID-19 webpage (covid19.gov.vu). See
also the free-access mobile page (https://bit.ly/vanmoh) and the Health Promotions Vanuatu Facebook page.

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION
¢ Globally, a cumulative total of over 48.4 million cases and 1.22 million deaths have been reported.
¢ Nine (9) Pacific countries, territories or areas have reported cases and five (5) have reported at least one
death. There has been a total of 15,064 cases and 135 deaths reported.
¢ No cases or deaths have been reported for: American Samoa, Cook Islands, Kiribati, Federated States of
Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Pitcairn Islands, Samoa, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu.
e At present, there have been no confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Vanuatu.

Based on information available from various sources, as of 05 November at 5.00pm [Port Vila]

Country, territory New Deaths Total Total Days Since Days Since Transmission Stage
or area cases” Reported Reported Last Reported Last Reported classification”
(™24 (™24 Cases Deaths Travel-related Community
hours) Case Acquired
Case

Vanuatu? 0 0 0 0 na na na
Fiji® 0 0 34 2 6 201 Imported cases
French Polynesia? 338 1 9,287 39 0 0 Localized cc.)m.munity

transmission
Guam? 101 ) 5,004 85 0 0 Localized cc.nm.munity

transmission
New Caledonia? 1 0 29 0 0 216 Imported cases
Northezrn Mariana ) 0 98 ) 0 79 Imported cases
Islands

L ) -

Papua l;lew 0 0 597 7 arge-scale c'or'nmunlty
Guinea transmission
Solomon Islands 0 0 13 0 4 Imported cases
Marshall Islands 0 0 1 0 8 Imported cases
Wallis and Futuna 0 0 1 0 20 Imported cases
TOTAL Pacific 442 3 15,064 135

Sources: (1) Vanuatu Ministry of Health; (2) WHO COVID-19 Update for 16/10/2020; na: not applicable;-: not available; #confirmed cases plus probable cases
for some countries; AWPRO transmission stage classification is available at
(https://who.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/345dfdc82b5c4f6a815f1d54a05d18ec) .
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LABORATORY TESTING

e Clinical samples are usually only taken from individuals who fulfil the WHO case definition for COVID-19,
which includes relevant travel or contact history. As a precautionary measure, samples may be taken from
additional individuals based on clinical suspicion.

e Since February 2020, 155 persons have been tested and all have been negative. Four (4) were suspected
cases and the samples came back negative, so they are no longer suspected. The remainder were
sampled as a precautionary measure as they displayed some symptoms but did not fill the WHO case
definition for COVID-19 or were tested to confirm no infection prior to release from quarantine.

e Laboratory testing for SARS-CoV-2 for persons in quarantine (at days 5 and 11) is ongoing.

Number of confirmed cases of
COVID-19

Summary of tests conducted, as of 05 November at 5.00pm [Port Vila]
Number of people tested

Number of suspected cases that

were tested

(suspected + precautionary)

Since Feb 2020

Previous week |

Since Feb 2020

Previous week |

Active

Recovered

155 9 ‘ 4 1 ‘ 0 0

QUARANTINE OF REPATRIATES

In accordance with the Public Health Act (Cap. 234), international arrivals (returning citizens and
residents) are placed in mandatory quarantine for 14 days in hotels, and are provided with
accommodation, food, daily health checks, psychosocial assessments and support.

Phase 2 of repatriations commenced on 01 August 2020. A total of 2,185 arriving persons have been
placed in quarantine in Port Vila during Phase 2; 1,932 have been released and 253 are currently in
quarantine.

Phase 2 repatriations are ongoing and are expected to end by 31 December 2020.

Four (4) persons in quarantine displayed some COVID-19 symptoms but were tested and were negative.

Summary of persons in quarantine, as of 05 November at 5.00pm [Port Vila]

Number of people quarantined in

Since August 2020

Number of people quarantined with

Phase 2

fever or respiratory symptoms

Number of people quarantined that
were confirmed to have COVID-19

Current ‘ Cumulative Current ‘ Cumulative Current

2,185

253 | 5 1 | 0 0

QUARANTINE EXPERIENCE AND DISTRESS ASSESSMENTS

Experience surveys as well as assessments against the Kessler Psychological Distress Scale (K-10) are
conducted for those in quarantine at approximately 3 and 7 days. The survey process and information
gathered are used to guide the provision of mental health or psychosocial support and to determine
other corrective actions where issues are identified.

For Phase 2 repatriations, a total of 1,009 surveys have been conducted.

Results indicate that over two-thirds (71%) of persons consider quarantine to be ‘easy’ with 25%
indicating it as ‘a bit difficult’ and 4% as ‘very difficult’.

Overall, 100% of persons in quarantine report experiencing no/low or mild distress only.

Experience surveys and K-10 assessment of persons in quarantine, as of 05 November at 5.00pm [Port Vila]

Surveys of persons in quarantine

Reported overall experience K-10 assessment outcomes

Number Number hotels A bit Very Low or mild Moderate or
conducted included Easy difficult difficult distress severe distress
1009 9 | 71% 25% 4% 100% 0%
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SYNDROMIC SURVEILLANCE
e Based on the data available to date, there is no evidence of a sustained increase in influenza-illness or
acute respiratory infection in the community.

Summary of syndromic surveillance data, as of 05 November at 5.00pm [Port Vila]

Vanuatu Pacific Public Health Surveillance Network:  Distribution of influenza-like-illness reports between
Influenza-like-iliness reports provinces
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HOSPITAL READINESS
e Hospital readiness activities and assessment are ongoing at Vila Central Hospital.
e While significant progress has been made, urgent action is required for some key components.

Overview of hospital readiness for Vila Central Hospital, as of 15 October at 5.00pm [Port Vila]

Component Score Percent Achieved
1.Leadership and incident management system 5.5 79%
2.Coordination and communication 35 58%
3.Surveillance and information management 4.5 75%
4.Risk communication and community engagement 2 50%
5.Administration, finance and business continuity 35 44%
6.Human resources 2.5
7.Surge capacity 2.5 50%
8.Continuity of essential support services 3 50%
9.Patient management 2.5 63%
10.0ccupational health, mental Health, and psychosocial support 3 60%
11.Rapid identification and diagnosis 35 58%
12.Infection prevention and control 8.5 53%
Approved by: Mr Len Tarivonda, Health Incident Management Team —Health Operations Lead
Approved at: 08 November 2020, 10:00am

*The intention is to issue Situation Reports weekly though the frequency will depend on the evolving situation.
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