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Major updates relative to the previous Situation Report are indicated in yellow. 
 
NEW COVID-19 VARIANTS 

On 14 December 2020, authorities of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland reported to WHO 
that a new SARS-CoV-2 variant was identified through viral genomic sequencing. This variant is referred to as 
SARS-CoV-2 VUI 202012/01 (Variant under Investigation, year 2020, month 12, variant 01). Initial analysis 
indicates that the variant may spread more readily between people. Investigations are ongoing to determine if 
this variant is associated with any changes in the severity of symptoms, antibody response or vaccine efficacy.1 
 
The Vanuatu Ministry of Health is well aware of the new SARS-CoV-2 variants identified in the United Kingdom 
and several other countries and is closely monitoring global and regional developments. 
 
Despite the changes in the SARS-CoV-2 virus, the evidence is clear that all the same prevention measures 
continuously promoted by the Ministry of Health since the beginning of COVID-19 the pandemic – such as the 
use of masks, hand-washing and social distancing - remain relevant and appropriate with the new SARS-CoV-2 
variants. 
 
 
IN-FLIGHT TRANSMISSION 
 
Recent media from New Zealand has identified several cases of COVID-19 that appear to have been acquired 
during a flight to New Zealand. Some of the passengers involved in this incident did not comply with mask 
wearing during the flight. In addition to this, there was a period during aircraft refuelling during which there was 
no air circulation in the aircraft.  
 
This incident highlights the need to ensure that all passengers and crew bound for Vanuatu comply with Vanuatu 
Ministry of Health public health directives, which require the mandatory and correct wearing of face masks by all 
passengers and crew. Air Vanuatu crew will be advised to strictly enforce this on all inbound flights. 
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HIGHLIGHTS  
❖ The first confirmed case of COVID-19 detected on 10 November 2020 received health clearance and was 

discharged from isolation at Vila Central Hospital on 01 December. 
❖ Vanuatu was therefore considered again to be COVID-19 free as of the date of clearance and discharge 
❖ There have been no subsequent suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Vanuatu 
❖ Phase 3 of repatriation of Vanuatu citizens and residents commenced on 14th January 2021 with strict mandatory 

quarantine measures applied for 14 days and tests conducted prior to health clearance. 
❖ As per the COVID-19 Health Sector Preparedness and Response Plan, Vanuatu is in Scenario 1 (no active cases) 
❖ New COVID-19 variants that are potentially more infectious have been identified in several countries; the Vanuatu 

Ministry of Health is closely monitoring developments. Current protocols for prevention of COVID-19 in place in 
Vanuatu remain appropriate with these new variants; the situation will be monitored on an on-going basis. 

❖ Probable transmission of COVID-19 during a flight to New Zealand has been noted with reports indicating that 
some involved passengers did not wear masks during the flight. The Vanuatu public health directive requires for 
mandatory in-flight wearing of masks by both crew and passengers; Air Vanuatu crew have been directed to 
strictly enforce this on all flights. 

❖ People are urged not to spread misinformation/rumours. Further information is available at www.covid19.gov.vu 
 

http://www.covid19.gov.vu/
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REPATRIATION SUMMARY 
 
The Repatriation of Vanuatu citizens and residents has been undertaken by the Government of Vanuatu in three 
phases. 

• Phase 1 commenced on the 27th of May 2020 and continued until the 23rd of June with 1520 persons 
repatriated. All were quarantined for 14-days in government designated facilities. No COVID-19 cases 
were detected. 

• Phase 2 commenced on the 6th of August 2020 and continued until the 7th of December with 3062 
persons repatriated. All were quarantined for 14-days in government designated facilities. One COVID-19 
case was confirmed on 10th November and was discharged from isolation on 01 December 2020. 

• Phase 3 commenced on the 14th of January 2021 and is currently on-going. To date, 217 repatriates have 
returned and are in hotel quarantine at government designated quarantine facilities. No COVID-19 cases 
have been detected. 

Phase 3 summary of repatriated persons in quarantine and status, as of 18 January at 05.00pm [Port Vila] 

Number of repatriates quarantined 
in Phase 3  

Number ofrepatriates quarantined with 
fever or respiratory symptoms  

Number of repatriates quarantined 
and confirmed to have COVID-19 

January 2021 Current  Cumulative Current  Current 

217 217  0 0  0 

 
 

 

Approved by:   Mr Len Tarivonda, Health Incident Management Team – Health Operations Lead 
Approved at:    20 January 2021 at 5.00pm 

*This report is produced by the National Health Emergency Operations Center and presents the situation up to the end of the 
day as dated. Situation Reports will be issued as and when needed depending on the evolving situation. 


