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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID 1)
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HIGHLIGHTS
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«» Two (2) confirmed active cases of COVID-19 were detected in one quarantine facility in Vanuatu on 06
March 2021. This brings the total number of COVID-19 cases detected in Vanuatu since the beginning of
the global pandemic to three (3).

*»* As per the COVID-19 Health Sector Preparedness and Response Plan, Vanuatu is now in Scenario 2a (one or
more confirmed cases in quarantine [border cases]).

+» People are urged not to spread misinformation/rumours. Further information on COVID-19 is available at
www.covid19.gov.vu

TWO NEW ACTIVE CASES

On 06 March 2021, two (2) active cases of COVID-19 were confirmed in Vanuatu. One was a 46 year old female
and the other was a 50 year old male. Both cases were asymptomatic and were detected during routine testing
of travellers in quarantine on day 5, with confirmatory testing conducted on day 6. Both cases were housed
singly in rooms in the quarantine facility. Both will remain in the quarantine facility until they are transferred to
the isolation ward at Vila Central Hospital. The name and details of the persons should remain confidential.

Both individuals had arrived to Port Vila on the same flight from Port Moresby on 27 February 2021. PCR test
results for the 14 other passengers on the flight were negative. All other passengers from the same flight will
remain in quarantine in Port Vila and will be tested next on day 11.

As per the COVID-19 Health Sector Preparedness and Response Plan (available at
www.covid19.gov.vu/index.php/know-do/vangov-plan), Vanuatu is now in Scenario 2a (one or more cases
detected in quarantine [border cases]). Any case detected in quarantine will be considered a border case and not
an outbreak. This brings the total number of COVID-19 cases detected in Vanuatu since the beginning of the
global pandemic to three (3).

RESPONSE
The Ministry of Health informed the Vanuatu National Disaster Management Office of the two confirmed cases on
06 March 2021. The following actions will be undertaken by the Ministry of Health:

1. Preparation of Vila Central Hospital (VCH) isolation ward and staffing.

2. Transfer of the cases from quarantine to VCH following all established protocols (including proper
infection prevention and control procedures).

Contact tracing, quarantine and testing of close contacts.

Testing of border and quarantine staff who are considered casual contacts.

Increase risk communication about the situation, and transmission and prevention measures.
Increased community engagement for preparedness and response activities.

Inform relevant PNG authorities of imported cases under the International Health Regulations (2015).
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FURTHER INFORMATION

People are urged not to spread misinformation/rumours. Further information is available on the Ministry of
Health website at www.covid19.gov.vu and the free landing page at https://bit.ly/vanmoh or by calling the Health
Information Hotline on 119.

Approved by: Dr Posikai Samuel Tapo, Lead - National Health Incident Management Team
Approved at: 7 March 2021, 2:00pm

* The frequency of Ministry of Health Situation Reports and Flash Updates will depend on the evolving situation.
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