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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)

e
Minishy of Health Vanuatu Flash Update #37 — 17 May 2021

Vanuatu Government

HIGHLIGHTS

%+ Since late 2020, work has been ongoing by the Ministry of Health and partners to plan and prepare for
the roll-out in Vanuatu of COVID-19 vaccines.

% On 22 April 2021, Parliament approved the indemnity document to allow the import into Vanuatu of
COVID-19 vaccines that had received a WHO Emergency Use Listing.

+» Vanuatu will soon receive the first batch of 24,000 doses of AstraZeneca vaccine through the COVAX
Facility.

¢ This first batch will be prioritised to health workers, front line workers (e.g. border workers, quarantine
facility staff, public transport drivers), the elderly (55 and above), and people over 35 with existing
medical conditions. The target for commencement of vaccination is June 2021.

*» The Ministry of Health are working to identify options for additional vaccines.

+* Updates will be communicated via the COVID-19 website: www.covid19.gov.vu

«*» Vanuatu remains in Scenario 1. There are currently no COVID-19 cases in isolation or quarantine, with
no evidence of local transmission in Vanuatu since the beginning of the pandemic.

INITIAL STAGE OF VACCINATION ROLL-OUT

The Vanuatu National COVID-19 Vaccine Deployment Plan (Version 1) was developed to support Vanuatu’s
application for accessing vaccines through the COVAX Facility. The COVID-19 Vaccine Global Access Facility is a
global procurement mechanism coordinated by Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, WHO and UNICEF with the goal to
ensure fair and equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines for all countries.

An indemnity document was required to allow the import into Vanuatu of COVID-19 vaccines through the COVAC
Facility; this was granted by Parliament on 22 April 2021 for vaccines that had received a WHO Emergency Use
Listing. Vanuatu expects vaccines from the COVAX Facility to begin arriving in Vanuatu in May 2021. This should
enable coverage of up to 20 per cent of the eligible population in the initial planned rollout, with the prioritised
groups being health workers, front line workers (e.g. border workers, quarantine facility staff, public transport
drivers), elderly (55 and above) and people over 35 with existing medical conditions.

Intensive advocacy and community engagement activities have commenced to support uptake of vaccines, once
available in Vanuatu.

ADDITIONAL VACCINE SUPPLY

Currently there is greater demand for COVID-19 vaccines than vaccine manufacturing companies can produce.
The Vanuatu Ministry of Health are actively working to identify additional sources of vaccines, including through
bi-lateral partners. The Ministry of Health will keep the public informed of further developments regarding
additional vaccine supply.

CURRENT TRANSMISSION SCENARIO

Since the beginning of the pandemic, there have been three (3) active COVID-19 cases in Vanuatu, all of which
have been detected in quarantine. There has been ho community transmission of COVID-19 in Vanuatu. From
over 23,000 tests conducted in Australia and New Zealand on people arriving from Vanuatu, none have detected
COVID-19.

e From 1 January 2020 to 21 March 2021, 1,149 people who travelled from Vanuatu undertook
approximately 2,298 tests for SARS-CoV-2 during quarantine in New Zealand. No test results were
positive.

e From February 2020 to April 2021, 10,512 people who travelled from Vanuatu undertook approximately
21,024 tests for SARS-CoV-2 during quarantine in Australia. No test results were positive.
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COVID-19
ACCINATION

PROTEKTEM YU, FAMILI,
KOMUNITI MO FIUJA
BLONG VANUATU *

KASEM VAKSIN AKENSEM COVID-19

OLGETA WE BAE OLI KASEM VAKSIN
AKENSEM COVID-19 FASTAEM

From se i gat limit long saplae blong stik meresin blong COVID-19, olgeta we
oli gat bigfala janis blong kasem COVID-19 mo olgeta we oli gat sik insaed long
bodi blong olgeta bae oli tekem vaksin fastaem.

Kraeteria blong selektem olgeta we bae oli tekem vaksin hemi:

1- Olgeta we oli gat bigfala janis blong kasem COVID-19
2- Olgeta we oli gat sik insaed long bodi blong olgeta bae oli tekem vaksin fastaem.

Ol praeroti grup blong fes wan:

OL HELT KEA WOKA FRONTLAEN WOKA OLFALAS55+ SIK MAN/WOMAN

(olgetalong boda, kwarentin | Olgeta we ejblong olgetai stat Olgeta we oligat ol nara sik
fasiliti, bas mo taxi draeva) long 55 i ko antap oslem hae blad presa, sik suka,
Cardiovasular disis/chronic
disis
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Ministrl blong Helt bae | provaedem Infomesen long ol difren stel] blong rol aot blong vaksin akensem
COVID-19. Fesfala stel] hemli ol praeorlitl krup mo bae Ministri | provaedem Infomesen long ol narafala stel]
blong rol aot.

@) e Australian unicef@

Blong moa infomesen, visitim Ministri blong Helt COVID-19 Nt Ofis 5
websaet long www.covid 19.dov.vu, o kolem fri hotlaen long 119 e the South pacit for every child

FURTHER INFORMATION

Everyone is urged to refer only to official information sources and to avoid spreading misinformation and rumours.
Further information and updates are made available by the Ministry of Health on the dedicated website at
www.covid19.gov.vu and the free landing page at https://bit.ly/vanmoh or by calling the Health Information Hotline
on 119.

Approved by: Mr Len Tarivonda, Director of Public Health
Approved at: 17 May 2021, 05:00pm

* The frequency of Ministry of Health COVID-19 Situation Reports will depend on the evolving situation.
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