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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)

e
Minishy of Healh Vanuatu Flash Update #38 — 03 June 2021

Vanuatu Government

HIGHLIGHTS

%+ Since late 2020, work has been ongoing by the Ministry of Health and partners to plan and prepare for
the roll-out in Vanuatu of COVID-19 vaccines.

< On 22 April 2021, Parliament approved the indemnity document to allow the import into Vanuatu of
COVID-19 vaccines that had received a WHO Emergency Use Listing.

«» On 19 May 2021, Vanuatu received the first batch of 24,000 doses of the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine
through the COVAX Facility.

«» On 2 June 2021, the Ministry of Health launched the COVID-19 Vaccine roll-out in a high-level event that
was well attended by dignitaries and priority groups for vaccination. The first batch from COVAX Facility
is being prioritised to health workers, front line workers (e.g. border workers, quarantine facility staff,
public transport drivers), the elderly (55 and above), and people over 35 with existing medical conditions.

«* Over the first two days of the launch and roll-out from 2 to 3 June 2021, the first dose of AstraZeneca
vaccine was issued to 529 people in priority groups who were mainly health workers and other front line
workers. The total number of people issued with their first dose was 860 considering other special groups
who were included in the initial launch and roll-out.

¢ Vanuatu remains in Scenario 1. There are currently no COVID-19 cases in isolation or quarantine, with
no evidence of local transmission in Vanuatu since the beginning of the pandemic.

% Updates will be communicated via the COVID-19 website, with specific information on vaccination
available at https://covid19.gov.vu/index.php/vaccination/information

VACCINATION CAMPAIGN PLANNING

The Vanuatu National COVID-19 Vaccine Deployment Plan (Version 1) was developed to support Vanuatu’s
application for accessing vaccines through the COVAX Facility. The COVID-19 Vaccine Global Access Facility is a
global procurement mechanism coordinated by Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, WHO and UNICEF with the goal to
ensure fair and equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines for all countries.

An indemnity document was required to allow the import into Vanuatu of COVID-19 vaccines through the COVAX
Facility; this was granted by Parliament on 22 April 2021 for vaccines that had received a WHO Emergency Use
Listing. On the 19 May 2021, Vanuatu received the first batch of 24,000 doses of COVID-19 AstraZeneca Vaccines
from the COVAX Facility. This should enable coverage of up to 20 per cent of the eligible population in the initial
planned rollout, with the prioritised groups being health workers, front line workers (e.g. border workers,
quarantine facility staff, public transport drivers), elderly (55 and above) and people over 35 with existing medical
conditions.

PRE-REGISTRATION

Pre-Registration for the COVID-19 Vaccine was held between 18 and 24 June 2021, during which over 4,000
people pre-registered. This was initiated to collect advance information to better understand vaccine acceptance
levels in selected groups eligible for vaccination in Phase 1. Pre-registration efforts mainly targeted health
workers and frontline workers, though other groups also pre-registered. The pre-registration process and
information was used to optimize data systems, messaging and strategies for targeted groups.

Those who pre-registered will not necessarily be entitled to receive a vaccine first or earlier. Only those in specific
defined groups will be entitled to access vaccines in the initial stage, in order of priority .Those who did not pre-
register will still be able to access the vaccine when it is their turn, depending on which priority group they belong
to.
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VACCINATION CAMPAIGN LAUNCH AND START OF ROLL-OUT

On 2 June 2021, Vanuatu launched its COVID-19 Vaccine roll-out during a high-level event. Influential leaders
such as the Chief Justice Vincent Lunabek, The Vanuatu leader of Opposition, Honourable Minister Ralph
Regenvanu, Minister for Health Honourable Silas Bule Melve, Minister for Trades, Honourable James Bule, other
diplomatic missions and leaders attended and received their first dose of the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine.

Over the first two days of the launch and roll-out from 2-3 June 2021, the first dose of AstraZeneca vaccine was
issued to 529 people in priority groups. The majority of these were health workers and other front line workers.
Overall, taking into consideration all persons who were vaccinated such as dignitaries and other members of the
public as well as special groups such as athletes who will be travelling out of the country, the total number
vaccinated on 2 to 3 June 2021 with their first dose of AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine was 860 people.

Table 1: Total number of people in priority and other groups vaccinated from 2-3 June 2021.

Priority Group \ Dose Number

Health Care Workers 1% Dose 123 216 339
Airport, Customs and Immigration 1°t Dose 8 49 57
Quarantine facility workers 1% Dose 6 16 22
Drivers 1% Dose 8 3 11
Law enforcement (Police/VMF) 1% Dose 2 12 14
Seaport staff 1%t Dose 0 12 12
Elderly (over 55 years old) 1% Dose 18 50 68
People with a co-morbidity 1% Dose 0 6 6
Other 1°t Dose 113 218 331

Total 278 582 860

ADDITIONAL VACCINE SUPPLY

Currently there is greater global demand for COVID-19 vaccines than vaccine manufacturing companies can
produce. The Vanuatu Ministry of Health are actively working to identify additional sources of vaccines, including
through bi-lateral partners. An additional 20,000 doses of the Sinopharm vaccine are expected to arrive on 6
June 2021 to help boost availability of COVID-19 vaccines in Vanuatu. The Ministry of Health will keep the public
informed of further developments regarding additional vaccine supply and roll-out.

CURRENT TRANSMISSION SCENARIO

Since the beginning of the pandemic, there have been three (3) active COVID-19 cases in Vanuatu, all of which
have been detected in quarantine. There has been no community transmission of COVID-19 in Vanuatu. From
over 23,000 tests conducted in Australia and New Zealand on people arriving from Vanuatu between early 2020
and March/April 2021, none have detected COVID-19.

e From 1 January 2020 to 21 March 2021, 1,149 people who travelled from Vanuatu undertook
approximately 2,298 tests for SARS-CoV-2 during quarantine in New Zealand. No test results were
positive.

e From February 2020 to April 2021, 10,512 people who travelled from Vanuatu undertook approximately
21,024 tests for SARS-CoV-2 during quarantine in Australia. No test results were positive.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Everyone is urged to refer only to official information sources and to avoid spreading misinformation and rumours.
Further information and updates are made available by the Ministry of Health on the dedicated website at
www.covid19.gov.vu and the free landing page at https://bit.ly/vanmoh or by calling the Health Information Hotline
on 119.

Approved by: Mr Len Tarivonda, Director of Public Health
Approved at: 03 June 2021, 05:00pm

* The frequency of Ministry of Health COVID-19 Situation Reports will depend on the evolving situation.
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