S
oronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)

Ministry of Health anuatu Situation Report #108 Issued 23 April-Covering 22-23 April 2022

Vanuatu Government

Yellow highlights indicate where information has changed relative to the previous SitRep.

SUMMARY AND DISEASE BURDEN

e 0On 04 March 2022, an active COVID-19 case was confirmed at Vila Central Hospital who had no travel history,
indicating transmission at community level.

e As of 21 April 2022, Shefa have moved to Recovery level 2 and Sanma Province, Torba province and
Pentecost are at Alert Level 3 (Very High) due to large-scale community transmission. The other two
provinces of Vanuatu are at Alert Level 1 (Medium Risk) due to the risk of importation of COVID-19

e A total of 6840 confirmed cases have been reported since the beginning of 2022.

e 51 new confirmed cases have been reported in the last 24 hours, including 1 on Efate island (Shefa
province), 50 on Santo island (Sanma province) and zero cases in Torres Islands (Torba Province) and
Pentecost (Penama province)

o Currently, there are 2 cases hospitalized directly due to COVID-19 infection, 1 in shefa province and 1 in
Sanma province, both in stable condition.

e There have been unverified reports of cases in Tafea Province; provincial teams have been deployed to
investigate.

The best way to protect yourself, your family and your community is to follow the instructions provided by health
authorities, follow public health prevention measures and to get fully vaccinated against COVID-19. WHO-
recommended vaccines like AstraZeneca, Sinopharm and Johnson and Johnson are safe and effective.

Yellow highlights indicate where information has changed relative to the previous SitRep.

As of 23 April 2022, 12pm:
Number of cases of COVID-19

National Shefa Sanma Torba Penama

Last 24 hours 2022 total Last 24 hours 2022 total Last 24 hours 2022 total Last 24 hours 022 total | Last 24 hours | 2022 total
Confirmed 51 6340 1 5003 50 1773 0 £l 0 27

Current status of confirmed cases

National Shefa Sanma Torba Penama
Last 24 hours Currently Last 24 hours Currently Last 24 hours Currently Last 24 hours Currently | Last24 hours | Cumently
Aclive 51 383 1 72 50 n 0 37 0 27
Yesterday 2022 total Yesterday 2022 total Yesterday 2022 total Yesterday 20722 total Yesterday 2027 total
Recovered 4 6384 4 4922 0 1462 0 0 0 0
Death from COVID-19 0 9 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hospitalisations
National Shefa Sanma Torba Penama
Currently 2022 total Currently 2022 total Currently 2022 total Currently 2022 total Currently 2022 total
Hospitalised for COVID-19 2 20 1 182 1 19 0 0 0 0
Including crifically ill 0 21 0 20 0 1 0 0 0 0

Testing and positivity:

Testing and positivity

National Shefa Sanma Tt Banana

Previous day 2022 total Previous day 2022 total Previous day 2022 total Previous day 2022 total | Previous day | 2022 total

Number of tests reported 152 23448 141 13908 0 3795 0 270 5 121

Test positivity (%) 8% %% 7% 3% 0% % 0% 14% 0% 2%

Note: The number of tests and percentage positive reported here is dependent on timely reports from all testing facilities
Additional information about confirmed cases:
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At-risk populations

National Shefa Sanma Torba Penama
Last 24 hours Active cases Last 24 hours Active cases Last 24 hours Active cases Last 24 hours | Active cases | Last 24 hours | Active cases
Underlying conditions 0 34 0 19 0 13 0 2 0 0
Pregnant 0 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0
Aged 55+ 0 29 0 13 0 1 0 5 0 0
Sex of confirmed cases
National Shefa Sanma Torba Penama
Last 24 hours 2022 total Last 24 hours 2022 total Last 24 hours 2022 total Last 24 hours 2022 total Last 24 hours | 2022 total
Male 21 3557 0 2526 P 1013 0 18 0 14
Female 30 3200 1 2443 29 742 0 15 0 12
Unknown 0 56 0 34 0 18 0 4 0 1
Age group of confirmed cases
National Shefa Sanma Torba Penama
Last 24 hours 2022 total Last 24 hours 2022 total Last 24 hours 2022 total Last 24 hours 2022 total Last 24 hours | 2022 total
<5 years 0 86 0 a0 0 5 0 1 0 0
5-17 years 0 100 0 92 ] 7 0 0 0
18-54 years 0 3488 0 2852 0 599 0 27 0 10
55+ years 0 470 0 364 ] 101 0 5 0 0
Unknown 51 2696 1 1615 50 1061 0 3 0 7
Place of isolation of confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Vanuatu
National Shefa Sanma Torba Penama
Currently 2022 total Currently 2022 total Currently 2022 total Currently 2022 total Currently 2022 total
Home 52 4253 52 3148 0 1105 0 0 0 0
Hote 1 402 1 351 ] 51 0 0 0 0
inity isolation and quarantine centr| 0 300 0 296 0 4 0 0 0 0
Hospital ] 195 9 179 ] 16 0 0 0 0
Other 1 171 1 93 0 78 0 0 0 0
Under investigation 384 1519 9 936 3 519 v 37 27 27
Total 447 6340 72 5003 3N 1773 7 37 27 27

Discrepancies with previous reports may result from lags in data entry and reporting at a national and provincial level.
Increase and decrease of cases on a daily basis is dependent on the number of tests conducted and might not reflect
the actual number of cases. “Include cases detected at the border and in the community, *Require medical care,
Alncludes PCR and rapid antigen tests; this only includes tests that have been reported to the surveillance unit

+Test positivity is the average positivity over the last 7 days; this is done to adjust for daily fluctuations

DEFINITIONS: A recovered case is someone who meets the criteria for no longer requiring isolation. A deceased case is
a death from someone due to COVID-19. Each death requires additional clinical review.

Current epidemiological situation

The number of new cases nationally has slightly increase from 1 April (Figurel), however, number of new cases in
affected provinces differs, in Shefa province new cases has decreased since 31 March, Sanma province number of new
cases is currently stable, torba province and Penama province started reporting new cases on 17 and 21 april (see
figure 2). The cases captured through surveillance do not represent all cases in the community; there are many more
cases that have not been detected as they are asymptomatic or the person has not been tested. Work is underway to
quantify the level of under detection in Shefa and Sanma provinces.

The number of hospitalisations for people due to COVID-19 and the number of critically ill cases is currently stable
however the number of COVID-19 cases that are critically ill is expected to increase over the coming week due to a lag
between the outbreak starting and severe cases emerging. Additional work is underway to ensure that all information
on hospitalised cases is complete. Anyone that experiences any of the danger signs are urged to seek medical care
immediately. Danger signs are symptoms such as difficulty breathing, loss of speech or mobility, confusion or chest
pain.

The number of tests conducted each day has decreased in Shefa province, currently stable in Sanma province and a
slight increase in both Torba and Penama province (Figure 3). The majority of tests conducted today in Shefa and
Sanma provinces were conducted in the hospital testing clinics while in Torba and Penama provinces, majority of
testing is done in provincial health centres. The test positivity (the percentage of all tests reported that were reported
to be positive) has started to decrease in both provinces, Shefa province and Sanma province and increased in both
Torba and Penama provinces (Figure 4 & 5). Work is underway to investigate if the decrease in positivity is real or due
to changes in testing or health care seeking behaviours.
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Testing has begun in unaffected provinces and no cases have been detected to date (Table 2). ILI sentinel sites have
been activated in these provinces to monitor trend of flu-like symptoms, so far reports indicated ILI in UNAFFECTED
provinces is stable, except in Tafea Province, there was a slight increase in EW 8 - EW10 (Figure 5).

Figure 1. Number of reported new cases by day of report and 7 day moving average of new cases nationally and by
province, February 15 2022 until current date

B Newcases == VANUATU new cases (moving 7 day average) SHEFA new cases (moving 7 day average)
SANMA new cases (moving 7 day average) == TORBA new cases (moving 7 day average)

PENAMA new cases (moving 7 day average)
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Figure2. Newly reported cases in affected provinces (number and 7-day rolling average), since community
transmission began, 2022.
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Figure 4. Test positivity among reported tests affected provinces provinces, 1 March 2022 until current date
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Figure5: Testing and positivity in affected provinces, 2022
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OPERATIONS:
The National Health Emergency Operations Centre is activated and is meeting twice daily to manage and coordinate
the response operations.

e Surveillance and testing: Fifty-One (51) new active cases have been reported, 1 in Shefa province, 50 new
cases in Sanma province, 0 in Torba province and 0 in Penama province in the previous 24 hours. Cases have
been identified in Shepherd's outer island - Lelepa.

e Hospital management: A total of two (2) people are currently hospitalized, 1 in VCH, shefa and 1 in NPH,
Sanma both in stable condition.

e Deaths due to COVID-19: No new deaths reported during this reporting period. Total deaths to dateis 12, 9 in
shefa province and 3 in Sanma province with 5 Fully Vaccinated, 4 not fully vaccinated and 3 unvaccinated and
10 with underlying health conditions and two with no underlying health condition.

e Provincial update:
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PCR, Rapid Antigen Tests, swabs and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) have been sent to the provinces to
allow testing of suspected cases and of contacts as required. This will allow proper monitoring of the situation
in all 6 provinces of Vanuatu. Needs assessment is being conducted to identify any support required.

(@)
(@)
(@)

(@)
(@)

Sanma province: 50 new cases reported on Santo island. Investigation and contact tracing ongoing.
Malampa province: Reports of travel of contacts of cases from Port Vila. Investigation ongoing.
Penama province: 0 new cases reported on Pentecost island. investigation and contact tracing
ongoing.

Tafea province: Reports of increase in flu-like symptoms in north erromango. Investigation ongoing.
Torba province: 0 new cases reported in torres islands. Investigation and contact tracing ongoing.

Table 2. Total number of tests reported in unaffected provinces (antigen tests and PCR when available), 2022

Malampa

Tafea

67

130

Figure 5. ILI trend among reported in unaffected provinces, Epiweek 1 until current date, 2022
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FURTHER INFORMATION

Everyone is urged to refer only to official information sources and to avoid spreading misinformation and rumours.
Further information and updates are made available by the Ministry of Health on the dedicated COVID-19 website at
www.covid19.gov.vu, the Health Promotion Unit Facebook page, and by calling the Health Information Hotline on 119.

Approved by:

Approved at:

Dr Samuel Posikai Tapo,

National Health Incident Management Controller, Ministry of Health
Director of Corporate Services, Policy and Planning, Ministry of Health
23 April 2022, 12:00pm

* The frequency of Ministry of Health COVID-19 Situation Reports will depend on the evolving situation.
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http://www.covid19.gov.vu/

