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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)

Vanuatu Situation Report #61 issued 07 March-Covering 05-07 March 2022

On 04 March 2022, an active COVID-19 case was confirmed at Vila Central Hospital, indicating transmission at

community level.

As of 05 March 2022, Efate and Offshore Islands have moved to Alert Level 3 (Very High) Community Transmission.
The best way to protect yourself, your family and your community is to follow the instructions provided by health
authorities, follow public health prevention measures and to get fully vaccinated against COVID-19. WHO-
recommended vaccines like AstraZeneca, Sinopharm and Johnson and Johnson are safe and effective.

As of 07 March 2022, 12pm

Last 24 hours Cumulative Cumulative
since since
beginning of beginning of
Alert Level 2 Alert Level 1
(05 March) (18 February)
Confirmed cases 13 16 42
Recovered cases 0 0 12
Deceased cases 0 0 0
Border cases 3 2 39
Community cases 7 10 11
Hospitalised cases 0 0 0
Number of contacts in quarantine 48
Number of PCR tests done 14
Number of Rapid Antigen Tests (RAT) done 52

PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL MEASURES:

The following measures have been put in place in light of the outbreak:

1. Acurfew is applied on Efate and its offshore islands from 6pm to 6am in the next 72 hours.

2. 2.The curfew does not apply to:

a. persons requiring emergency health services and persons assisting them to get emergency health

services: and

b. Persons providing essential services. All essential services that operate must enforce physical
distancing and all COVID-19 protocols at all times. A person must wear a mask at all times when
out of the house or in public places. Public Transport owners and drivers must ensure that strict
COVID-19 protocols are adhered to for all public transport services.

OPERATIONS:

The National Health Emergency Operations Centre is activated and is meeting twice daily to manage and coordinate

the response operations.

e Surveillance and testing: Seven (7) new active cases have been reported in areas of Port Vila. Testing for
COVID-19 is now operational at the Emergency Department of the Vila Central Hospital. Testing sites will
be expanded to other health facilities in and around Port Vila in the coming days and their locations will be

communicated to the public.

e Contact tracing and quarantine: 120 contacts have been identified and 48 contacts are now in quarantine.
There are currently two (2) quarantine sites in Port Vila. The surveillance unit of the MOH has been actively
tracing contacts for the last two days. People classified as close contacts will be quarantined in government-
managed quarantine facilities. These facilities are being set-up and more information will be communicated

as soon as available.
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e Risk communication and community engagement:
Risk communication and community engagement has been ramped up with key actions in the following
areas:
=  Mass multi-media campaign continues on various platforms including ministerial press
conferences, press releases, television, radio spots, SMS messaging, and newspaper;
= Increased social media presence through the Health Promotions Vanuatu Facebook page and
website, including sharing of press releases, social media tiles and IEC materials on alert level 2
messaging, prohibitions under the public health act, definitions of essential services, wearing
of masks, and COVID-19 vaccination;
= Dissemination of existing COVID-19 information education communication materials, including
factsheets and frequently asked questions for dissemination;
= Responding to community questions and concerns raised via the 119 Health Information
Hotline and social media: and
=  Community outreach and engagement activities are increased in the Port Vila Municipal Wards
targeting the more populated areas.

e (Case management and isolation: A tent has been set-up as triage and testing site for people presenting
with flu-like symptoms at VCH. As of today, only mild cases have been reported. Community isolation
centres will be set up for people with mild cases, their location will be communicated to the public once
available. In the meantime, confirmed cases with mild symptoms are advised to self-isolate at home. No
cases are hospitalised, there are no severe cases requiring oxygen.

e COVID-19 vaccination: In Port Vila, COVID-19 vaccination will continue to be rolled out. The vaccination
site will relocate to the National Convention Centre and the public will be informed when up and running.
. The elderly (55 years and over), and people 35 years and over with known underlying medical conditions,
are most at risk of severe disease and hospitalization and are strongly advised to get vaccinated with all
recommended doses and with a booster if they are eligible.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Everyone is urged to refer only to official information sources and to avoid spreading misinformation and rumours.
Further information and updates are made available by the Ministry of Health on the dedicated COVID-19 website
at www.covid19.gov.vu, the Health Promotion Unit Facebook page, and by calling the Health Information Hotline
on 119.

Approved by: Dr. Jenny Stephen, Acting Director of Public Health, Ministry of Health
Approved at: 07 March 2022, 4:00pm

* The frequency of Ministry of Health COVID-19 Situation Reports will depend on the evolving situation.
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