Coronawrus dlsease 2019 (COVID 1))

Vanuatu Situation Report #91 issued 6 April-Covering 5-6 April 2022

Minisiry of Health

Vanuatu Government

Yellow highlights indicate where information has changed relative to the previous SitRep.

SUMMARY AND DISEASE BURDEN

e On 04 March 2022, an active COVID-19 case was confirmed at Vila Central Hospital who had no travel
history, indicating transmission at community level.

e On 07 March 2022, Efate and Offshore Islands moved to Alert Level 3: Very High, due to large-scale
community transmission. All provinces of Vanuatu are on Alert Level 3 given reports of cases or
movement of contacts of cases in the six provinces of Vanuatu.

e A total of 4915 confirmed cases have been reported since the beginning of 2022.

e 130 new confirmed cases have been reported in the last 24 hours, including 124 on Efate island (Shefa
province) and 6 on Santo island (Sanma province).

The best way to protect yourself, your family and your community from COVID-19 is to follow the instructions
provided by health authorities, follow public health prevention measures and to get fully vaccinated against COVID-
19. WHO-recommended vaccines like AstraZeneca, Sinopharm and Johnson and Johnson are safe and effective.

As of 6 April 2022, 12pm:

Number of cases of COVID-19

National Shefa Sanma
Last 24 hours 2022 total Last 24 hours 2022 total Lha;jrz:' 2022 total
Confirmed 130 4915 124 4045 6 870

Current status of confirmed cases

National

Hospitalisations

Shefa

National Shefa Sanma
Last 24 hours Currently Last 24 hours Currently Lha;ji4 Currently
Active 128 1619 122 1155 6 464
Yesterday 2022 total Yesterday 2022 total Yesterday (2022 total
Recovered 392 3293 336 2887 56 406
Death from
CovID-19 0 3 0 3 0 0

Sanma

Currently

2022 total

Currently

2022 total

Currently

2022 total

Hospitalised for
COVID-19

14

44

14

44
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Including critically
ill

Confirmed cases at higher risk recorded in national database

National Shefa Sanma
. . Active
Last 24 hours Active cases Last 24 hours Active cases Last 24 hours cases
Underlying 5 88 5 85 0 3
conditions
Pregnant 1 5 1 5 0 0
Aged 55+ 14 120 12 94 2 26

Additional information about confirmed cases:

Gender of confirmed cases

National

Shefa

Sanma

Last 24 hours 2022 total Last 24 hours 2022 total Last 24 hours 2022 total
Male 76 2466 72 2024 4 442
Female 47 2191 45 1879 2 312
Unknown 7 258 7 142 0 116
National Shefa Sanma
Currently 2022 total Currently 2022 total Currently 2022 total
Home 1021 2935 756 2450 265 485
Hotel 13 372 10 322 3 50
CiC 25 282 24 281 1 1
Hospital 18 52 14 47 4 5
Other 27 85 19 77 8 8
inv:srt]idge;lrtion 515 1189 332 868 183 321
Total 1619 4915 1155 4045 464 870

National

Testing and positivity

Shefa

Sanma

Previous day

2022 total

Previous day

2022 total

Previous day

2022 total

Number of tests
reported

353

17988

201

8750

0

2862
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Test FE&;”“’”Y 25% 23% 1% 34% 32% 23%

Discrepancies with previous reports may result from lags in data entry and reporting at a national and provincial
level. Increase and decrease of cases on a daily basis is dependent on the number of tests conducted and might not
reflect the actual number of cases. “Include cases detected at the border and in the community, *Require medical
care, *Includes PCR and rapid antigen tests; this only includes tests that have been reported to the surveillance unit
+Test positivity is the average positivity over the last 7 days; this is done to adjust for daily fluctuations

DEFINITIONS: A recovered case is someone who meets the criteria for no longer requiring isolation. A deceased case
is a death from someone due to COVID-19. Each death requires additional clinical review.

Current epidemiological situation
The number of new cases nationally has decreased recently for several days; however this should be interpreted

with caution as testing has decreased in Shefa province and there is a corresponding decrease in newly detected
cases in Shefa province (see Figure 1 and Figure 2). The number of new cases and test positivity in Sanma
province continues to increase (Figure 3).

Figure 1.EpiCurve of actual number of new cases daily by province, February 15 2022 until current date
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Note: The number of reported cases is less than the true number of cases in the community; reasons include some
being asymptomatic, the current testing strategy focusing on symptomatic people and difficulties in access to
testing. The true number of cases is expected to be at least 3-5 times the number of confirmed and reported cases.
Work is being planned to estimate the level of under-detection in Shefa and Sanma provinces.
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Figure 2. Number of reported new cases daily (moving 7-day average), 7-day testing rate and 7 day positivity
rate, Shefa province, March 8 2022 until current date
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Note: The 7-day testing rate is the total number of tests conducted over the previous 7 days, divided by the
population of Shefa province. The 7 day positivity rate is the total number of positive tests reported during the
previous seven days divided by the total number of tests reported during the same time period.

Figure 3. Number of reported new cases daily (moving 7-day average), 7-day testing rate and 7 day positivity
rate, Sanma province, March 8 2022 until current date
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The cases captured through surveillance do not represent all cases in the community; there are many more cases
that have not been detected as they are asymptomatic or the person has not been tested. Work is underway to
quantify the level of under detection in Shefa and Sanma provinces.

Figure 4. Total number of tests conducted each day (PCR and antigen test) and test positivity, all provinces,
March 20th, 2022 until current date
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The total number of tests reported has decreased since 21 March however additional reports of testing and
positivity in Shefa province are being collated which will help to interpret the apparent plateau of test positivity in
recent days in Shefa province. The 7-day testing positivity average is currently 23% nationally, however there are
some missing reports, and this estimate may be adjusted in due course.

OPERATIONS:
The National Health Emergency Operations Centre is activated and is meeting twice daily to manage and coordinate
the response operations.

e Surveillance and testing: one thirty (130) new active cases have been reported, 124 in Shefa province and

64 new cases in Sanma province in the previous 24 hours. Cases have now been identified outside Port Vila
and Luganville areas.

® One case was identified in Tafea province on 3 April 2020; the case was identified among crew on a cargo
ship. No crew disembarked and the team that conducted testing are now in quarantine and will be tested

at the appropriate time points. The case is considered a border case and there has not been any locally
acquired cases identified in Tafea.

e Hospital management: A total of fourteen (14) people are currently hospitalized in VCH, and six are
currently critical.

To date, a total of 3 deaths have occured that are confirmed to be due to COVID-19.

e Provincial update:

PCR, Rapid Antigen Tests, swabs and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) have been sent to the
provinces to allow testing of suspected cases and of contacts as required. This will allow proper
monitoring of the situation in all 6 provinces of Vanuatu. Needs assessment is being conducted to identify
any support required.
O Sanma province: 6 new cases reported on Santo island. Investigation and contact tracing
ongoing.
O Malampa province: Reports of travel of contacts of cases from Port Vila. Investigation ongoing.

O Penama province: Province on lockdown following report of travel of contacts of cases from Port
Vila
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o Tafea province: Reports of travel of contacts of cases from Port Vila. Investigation ongoing.

O Torba province: No reports of travel or of cases.
FURTHER INFORMATION
Everyone is urged to refer only to official information sources and to avoid spreading misinformation and rumours.
Further information and updates are made available by the Ministry of Health on the dedicated COVID-19 website
at www.covid19.gov.vu, the Health Promotion Unit Facebook page, and by calling the Health Information Hotline
on 119.

Approved by: Dr Samuel Posikai Tapo,
National Health Incident Management Controller, Ministry of Health
Director of Corporate Services, Policy and Planning, Ministry of Health
Approved at: 6 April 2022, 12:00pm

* The frequency of Ministry of Health COVID-19 Situation Reports will depend on the evolving situation.
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