GOVERNMENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

GOUVERNEMENT DE LA
REPUBLIQUE DE VANUATU

LA SECRETAIRE-GENERALE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Thursday 08 July 2021.

" Hon. Bruno LEINGKON TAO (MP), Minister of Climate Change, Adaptation,
Meteorology and Geo-Hazards, Energy, Environment and National Disaster
Management '

Government of the Republic of Vanuatu

Dear Hon. Minister,

DECISION N°154: EXTENSION OF THE STATE OF EMERGENCY (SOE) FOR COVID-
19 PANDEMIC PREVENTION AND CONTROL MEASURE FROM 1st AUGUST TO 31+t
DECEMBER 2021.

The Council of Ministers held its N°014 (Fourteenth) ORDINARY COM MEETING
on Thursday 08" July 2021.

Here are the decisions made during this meeting:

1. COM notes the National Disaster Committee Decisions 29/06/21 and
Decisions 1/07/21 and instructs all Government Agencies to comply with the
NDC decisions.

2. COM approves for the President to extend the State of Emergency (SOE)
under the Disaster Risk Management Act N°23 of 2019:

2.1) Over the whole of Vanuatu for strengthening international border
control prevention measures and, Infection Prevention and Conftrol
standards in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

2.2) The SOE extension period wil begin from 1st August 2021 to 31st
December 2021 and, shall be extended subject to advice from the National
Disaster Committee (NDC);

3. COM approves current Instruments of directions to Government Agencies
relating to COVID-19 issued under the DRM Act be maintained.
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4. COM approves that all Ministries to reprioritise resources towards COVID-19
response operation prior to utilization of emergency fund.

5. COM approves as part of the SOE, the Minister of Climate Change is to issue
Regulation Orders for MoH:

d.

Contfinuous awareness,  risk communications and community
engagement on COVID-179 preparedness and response.

Continuous improvements in infection prevention and control (IPC) in
all Health Facilities.

Vaccination of 20% of the eligible population with a COVID-19
vaccine.

Hospitals and Health Facilities preparedness to respond to outbreaks.

6. COM approves a part of the SOE, the Minister of Climate Change is to issue
Regulation Orders for Department of Customs to: :

. d.

b.

Regular reviews of existing Standard Operation Procedures (SOP).

Improvement of the existing infrastructure to ensure effective and
efficient facilitation of border entry processing and clearances.

Adequate supplies of essential Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
for border officers.

Ongoing refresher frainings and awareness on lessons learnt, recent
changes to existing SOP's (due to revised legislations and instructions), :
and the recent events and updates on the COVID-19 situation.

Official launching and opening the Customs airport COVID-19 self-
quarantine center to accommodate duty officers involved in flight
processing of passenger or aircrew originating from or fransiting ‘High-
Risk' countries; and in doing so contain or minimize the risk of
transmission (virus) and further support the MOH contract tracing
exercise.

COM approves as part of the SOE, the Minister of Climate Change is
to issue Regulation Orders for MOIA fo: .

Deal with including arrest or detain those who spread or work o
undermine the Government effort to protect the population against
COVID-19.
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b. Deal with including arrest or detain under the Public Order Act those
who disseminate false rumours causing fear and disorder to public.

Thank you,

Esther Rory 2
Acting Secretas]

CC: Hon. Prime Minister
Hon. DPM
All Hon. Ministers
All DGs
All 15t PA
Attorney General
Chairman of the Public Service Commission
Acting Director, Finance
Treasury Unit
DSPPAC
PRO
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