GOVERNMENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

GOUVERNEMENT DE LA
REPUBLIQUE DE VANUATU

LA SECRETAIRE-GENERALE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Thursday 07t May 2020

Honourable Bruno LEINGKONE TAO (MP), Minister & Minister of Climate Change
Adaptation, Meteorology and Geo-Hazards, Energy, Environment and National Disaster
Management.

Government of the Republic of Vanuatu

Dear Hon. Minister,

DESISEN 025: REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF THE STATE OF EMERGENCY (SOE) FOR:
1. CONTINUING PREVENTION & STRENGTHENING CONTAINMENT MEASURES
IN RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC; AND
2. TO RESPOND TO THE TROPICAL CYCLONE HAROLD IMPACT DAMAGE.

The Council of Ministers (COM) held its N°002 (Second) meeting on Thursday 07t May 2020.
Here are the decisions made during this meeting:

1. COM notes the National Disaster Committee Decision N°04/05/20 and for
State Law Office to prepare regulation order for the Minister:
a. To allow international cargo to be brought into the country.
b. Return travel of NDMO chartered relief supplies sea vessel voyage to
transport kava from TC Harold affected islands to Port-Vila & Luganville.

2. COM approves for the President of the Republic of Vanuatu to extend the
State of Emergency (SOE) under the Disaster Risk Management Act N°23 of
2019 for:

a. Over the whole of Vanuatu for the prevention and containment of COVID-
19 pandemic;
b. Respond to the impact of Category 5 Tropical Cyclone Harold.

3. COM approves that SOE shall be extended for a period of 30 days and shall be
extended subject to advice of the National Disaster Committee (NDC);
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4. COM approves for all ministries to reprioritize resources towards COVID-19 &
TC Harold Response prior to utilization of emergency fund;

5. COM approves as part of the SOE that the Minister of Climate Change issue
regulation orders for:

a.
b.
c.

d.

e
f.

MOIA to ensure peace and security to be maintained;

Improve health facilities according to IPC standards for COVID-19 response;
Maintain International Border restrictions in line with COVID-19 prevention
measures;

Maintain good hygiene practices and social distancing;

. Censorship of media information related to COVID-19;

TC Harold disaster affected islands & areas.

6. COM notes that a draft repatriation plan has been developed for NDC
endorsement to be presented to COM at its next meeting for approval.
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